UNIT CALENDAR:

A Raisin in the Sun

	Day One

Introduction to A Raisin in the Sun.

	Day Two

Setting the Scene.
	Day Three

The Opening Act.


	Day Four

Domestic Violence Guest Speaker.
	Day Five

Introducing the Characters.

	Day Six

Embracing Culture.
	Day Seven

Insurance Check.
	Day Eight

Characterization.
	Day Nine

Reading Check.
	Day Ten

Does the American Dream still exist?



	Day Eleven

Shut out of my Town.
	Day Twelve

Finishing the Play.
	Day Thirteen

Hopes and Dreams-Writing Assignment.


	Day Fourteen

Review Day.
	Day Fifteen

Unit Exam.

	Day Sixteen

A Raisin in the Sun, Film School.
	Day Seventeen

Compare and Contrast 1961 Film and 2008 Film.


	Day Eighteen

Film Review-Writing

Assignment.
	Day Nineteen

Film Viewing Day.
	Day Twenty

Critics Corner.
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Unit Title: A Raisin in the Sun  






Lesson Title: Introduction to the Novel- A Dream Deferred.

Objectives: Students will be introduced to the novel, A Raisin in the Sun to gain an understanding for the themes of racial profiling and prejudice, the American dream, and the expectations of family. Specifically, this class session will focus on the importance of the American Dream and the poem which is introduced prior to the play.

Materials:

Smart Board

Internet Access: YouTube Clip of Nike Commercial

Handout- A Dream Deferred

 “Harlem” A Dream Deferred Poem, Langston Hughes

Handout- Homework 

Anticipatory Set: 
The teacher will ask the students to respond to the “DO NOW” questions on the Smart Board. The students will be given five to ten minutes to respond to the following questions:

1. Using any stereotype of an ethnic/racial/religious group of which you are not a member, explain the basis for the stereotype. How do you think this makes the members of this group feel? How might this stereotype impede a group member’s ability to be successful or happy?

2. What is expected by you at home? At School? By Adults? Are the expectations are realistic? How do your personal expectations differ from adult expectations?

3. What have you learned from being part of your family?

4. What is meant by the American Dream?  Do you believe in the American Dream?

After five to ten minutes, the teacher will ask for student’s responses. Once several responses have been noted, the teacher will then reveal that each question has to do with a specific theme present in the novel. Today, the students will focus on the American Dream theme.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Discuss response questions to make connections and predictions to the novel themes.

· Identify poetic devices of “Harlem”, and make connections to the novel theme.

· Identify characteristics of YouTube commercial in comparison to “Harlem” and make connections to the overall theme of the novel.

· Incorporate visual observations and written observations to create a prediction for the novel.

· Apply thematic interpretations of the American Dream to student’s life.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will remind the students that the class will be reading a novel about characters that each had a different individual dream for their family. Also, teacher will remind students that the application of the American Dream is extremely prevalent in their lifestyles as students and young adults.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will answer “Do Now” questions.

2. Teacher and Students will have a discussion of “Do Now” questions.

3. Teacher will distribute handout, and ask for volunteers to read and preview the questions.

4. Teacher will read “Harlem” to the class once, and then re read the selection again for full comprehension.

5. Students will respond to the questions on the handout with a partner.

6. Teacher will play “YouTube Nike Commercial” for students once, if necessary teacher will play it again for comprehension.

7. Students will respond to the corresponding questions on the handout with the same partner.

8. Discussion will commence on the completion of the questions.

Assessment:

There is no formal assessment for this lesson. 

Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to complete a free write homework assignment. The assignment is as follows:

Please write a response about your personal dreams, goals, and aspirations. You might want to include why the dream is important, why you are likely to succeed, what could cause you to fail, and what you can do to avoid failure?

Closure:

Teacher will ask students for questions regarding homework, and the assignment which was completed during class.

Homework Handout:
Homework:

Please write a response about your personal dreams, goals, and aspirations. You might want to include why the dream is important, why you are likely to succeed, what could cause you to fail, and what you can do to avoid failure? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Date: ___________________________

11R









Miss. Raszka
Directions: Read the poem below, and respond to the following questions.

"Harlem" (sometimes called "Dream Deferred") from Montage of a Dream Deferred (1951)

By: Langston Hughes

What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up
Like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore--
And then run?
Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over--
like a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it just sags
like a heavy load.
Or does it explode?

What is the mood of the poem? How does the poet feel about dreams?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the tone of the poem? If you were to hear the poet read it, what would be the sound of his voice?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What simile does the poet use? What does it mean? How might it relate to what is likely to occur in the novel?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you agree with Hughes? Why or Why Not?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Harlem” - A Dream Deferred Nike Commercial 
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Directions: Watch the commercial, A Dream Deferred, and answer the following questions:

Who is the woman depicted in the commercial? What is her profession? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the setting of the commercial contribute to the meaning of the commercial?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Who are the other females depicted in the commercial? How do you think they contribute to the meaning?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are there any other symbols or objects which are represented in the commercial that help visually define the poem? If so, what are they? And how do they work to convey meaning?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the overall message of this commercial? Do you agree with the message?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does a different representation of the poem contribute to another meaning for you? Why or Why Not?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: Amanda Raszka









Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 









Grade Level: 11






Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title: Setting up the Novel.
Objectives: Students will read A Raisin in the Sun to further gain understanding of the literary genre, play, and to pay close attention to the importance of stage directions while reading. Also, students will receive a Study Guide and Vocabulary Packet which will aid student’s understanding of the literature being read. Last, students will be sketching the opening introduction to gain understanding of the scene in which the novel will be set.

Materials:

Smart Board

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun
Handout: Setting the Scene.
Study Guide Questions and Vocabulary

Markers, Colored Pencils, and Crayons

Anticipatory Set:

The “Do Now” will be posted on the smart board, and will consist of students picking up a packet as they walk into the classroom and finding their group. The teacher will explain that each component of the packet will help aid the student’s understanding of the events which will be occurring in the novel as well as some of the more difficult vocabulary choices. 

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Identify the importance of reading the stage directions during the play.

· Construct a visual representation of the Younger Family Living Room using stage directions.

· Cooperatively discuss ideas to create a visual representation in groups.

· Assess the importance of using stage directions to create a visual representation in a written response.

Teacher Input:
Teacher will remind students to pay close attention to the stage directions in the novel for further guidance in sketching out the scene. Students should work cooperatively with other students, and consult other group members about how to draw the scene.

Guided Practice:

1. Teacher will go over Vocabulary and Study Guide Packets.

2. The teacher will escort the students to the Library to receive the novel.

3. The teacher will read the setting to the students, and have the students listen to how the scene is described.

4. The teacher will distribute a handout with instructional questions for the students to consider while sketching. 

5. Students will break into pre-assigned groups, and begin sketching. Only one sketch needs to be completed per group. However, the questions must be answered by every group member.

6. The teacher will be circling the room to make sure students are on task, and to provide any additional help they might need to understand the assignment.

7. The teacher will distribute the homework assignment, and ask for any additional questions the students may have pertaining the assignments.

Assessment:

No formal assessment is in the lesson. However, the teacher should assess the ability of the student’s interest level during the assignment and change plans accordingly if the interest level is not high.

Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to hold on to their sketch, and the questions answered in class. Any sketch or questions not completed will be finished for homework. Students will be asked to respond to a free write question for homework. 

Closure:

Teacher will ask students for questions regarding the homework, and answer any additional questions about the in class assignment.

Name: ______________________________



Date: _______________________________
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Miss. Raszka
Directions:

Each group will be responsible for creating ONE sketch or drawing of the sole setting of the play- The Younger Living Room. Use the Stage Directions at the beginning of Act One to make the sketch or picture as accurate as possible. Before drawing or sketching, discuss with your group members about how to depict the visual.  In addition to the drawing or sketch, EACH group member must respond to the questions below.

	Group One:

Devin

Brittini

Tim

Adam

Roukyia
	Group Three:

Tamika

Chris

Jon C.

Mike E.
	Group Five:

Jaleek 

Tyler

Kevin

Nathalia

	Group Two:

Jessica

Andrea

James 

Joshua


	Group Four:

Jon M.

Mary

Robert

Bongi
	Group Six:

Robert

Matt

Sam M

Dan

Jenna


Questions: 

1. Describe your drawing as if the stage directions were not present. Does anything vividly stand out as unique, important, or symbolic?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Did you find the stage directions helpful in drawing the pictures? Why or Why Not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do you think the setting of the play influences the characters in the play? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What financial status does the Younger family most closely identify with? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: Amanda Raszka









Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 









Grade Level: 11


Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title: The Opening Act.
Objectives: Students will begin reading A Raisin in the Sun. In this session, the students will focus on initial impressions of each character, and pay close attention to the behavior of Walter Lee Younger in regards to his wife and his sister.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun
Smart Board

Hand Out: Setting the Scene

Sketches from previous day

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. The “Do Now” will be to take out the sketches completed for homework. Each group will briefly present their sketch, and tell the class why they maybe have depicted the scene in a certain way. By using the sketch in the first moments of the period, the students will be able to see a vivid picture in their minds before beginning to read.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Apply their visual sketches of the setting while reading the opening pages of the novel.

· Analyze character traits for written expression.

· Discuss the importance of domestic violence and abuse in application to the novel.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 9- Sharing of the bathroom.

· Page 13- Giving Travis the money.

· Page 15- Walter’s big idea, and the reaction from Ruth.

· Page 17- Walter’s treatment and insults of intelligence to Ruth.

· Page 19- Beneatha’s career choice, and Walter’s treatment towards her.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to take out their homework from the previous night.

2. Students will share their sketches and answer the questions as a class.

3. Students will look to their pre-assigned parts posted on the smart board.

4. Students will begin reading pages 6-21.

5. Teacher will stop the class at notable places in the text. Today, paying close attention to character development and characterization of each character. See Teacher Input.

6. Students will receive their homework, and be reminded of the guest speaker coming into the classroom on the following day.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. However, students will be asked to complete a free write character analysis which will introduce the topic of the Domestic Violence and Abuse speaker on the following school day.

Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to identify and analyze the first impressions of Walter Lee Younger in regards to his wife and his sister. The students will be asked to complete this response on a homework handout distributed during the last minutes of class.

Closure: 
Students will be reminded that a guest speaker will be coming in on Thursday to speak about Domestic Violence and Abuse. Students should be aware the homework is in regards to the speaker which will be presenting on the following school day.

Homework Handout:

Homework:

 Describe the Relationship between Walter Lee and Ruth, and Walter Lee and Beneatha from what we know so far. How does Walter Lee react and treat each of the women? What does this reveal about his personality? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson Title: Domestic Violence Speaker.
Objectives: Students will hear a presentation on Domestic Violence given by Christine Jones from Suffolk County Coalition against Domestic Violence. After the presentation, students will be able to identify different types of abusive situations if they are ever engaged in one.

Materials:

Smart Board

Notebook

Anticipatory Set: 

Students should copy down the homework assignment posted on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to write a response in regards to today’s presentation and the free write which they completed on the previous night. The homework question is as follows:

· After hearing today’s presentation, do your thoughts about Walter Lee change? Why or Why Not? Please explain your answer in three to four sentences.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Apply their responses and thoughts from the previous night to today’s presentation.

· Analyze character traits for written expression.

· Discuss the importance of domestic violence and abuse in application to the novel.

· Recognize the signs of domestic violence and abuse.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask students to copy down homework, and pay close attention to the speaker during her presentation. Also, the students will copy down homework at the beginning of the period to keep the question in mind while listening to the presentation.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to copy down their homework.

2. Students will listen to the presentation.

3. Teacher will remind students to respond to the presentation based on their homework assignment, and be prepared to discuss their findings in class on the following day.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. The teacher should assess the connection the students make to the presentation based on their written responses.

Independent Practice:

Students will be completing a free write for homework based on today’s presentation. 

Closure: 
Students will be reminded to complete their homework, and answer any questions they may have about the assignment or presentation.
Name: Amanda Raszka
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Lesson Title: Introducing the Characters.
Objectives: Students will continue reading A Raisin in the Sun. Today, the students should focus on Mama’s characterization and her ability to bring the family together.
Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun
Smart Board

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to take out homework, and the teacher will initiate a discussion based on the free write and the presentation from the previous day. The teacher will also ask the students to see if their perceptions of Walter Lee changed, and how do they think he will act towards his mother in the play. 

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze and discuss the characters for literary expression.

· Assess the character of Walter Lee in regards to domestic violence and abuse.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 24- The liquor store investment.

· Page 27- Mama’s relationship to her late husband.

· Page 29- Beneatha’s aspirations in life.

· Page 35- Mama’s dream of a new house.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to take out their homework from the previous night.

2. Teacher will begin a discussion of Walter Lee’s characteristics based on the free write and the speaker from the previous day. 

3. The teacher will transition for the students to begin reading. She will inform the students to look at how Walter Lee reacts to other females in the text- his mother. In the following pages, the reader will be introduced to his mother.

4. Students will read Pages 21- 35.

5. Teacher will stop at the above mentioned spots in the text to make emphasis of theme and characterization.

6. Teacher will assign homework.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. However, students will be asked to complete Act One, Scene One study guide questions.

Independent Practice:

Students will recall and discuss the important events of Act One, Scene One by answering the corresponding study guide questions.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the study guide questions for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class.
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Lesson Title: Embracing Culture.
Objectives: Students will return to reading A Raisin in the Sun. In this class period, the students will be introduced to the character of Asagai. The teacher should ask students to compare differences between the way Asagai embraces his culture, and Mama forgets about culture exists. Also, the students should focus on how Beneatha is portrayed in regards to Asagai and her own culture.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun
Handout: Embracing Culture

Smart Board

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to take out study guide questions, and the teacher will check homework while students are working on the writing assignment. Students will respond to the following questions on the handout about their own culture. The teacher will take responses from the students, and begin a short discussion on the importance of culture in one’s life or how culture does not play a role at all.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze and discuss the characters for literary expression.

· Assess the character of Mama, Beneatha, and Asagai in regards to culture.

· Make connections to the importance of embracing culture in their own lives.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 38- Ruth’s doctor visit.

· Page 39- Ruth’s pregnancy.

· Page 40- Beneatha’s objection to the pregnancy.

· Page 41- Implications of having a baby with the Younger financial situation.

· Page 45- Meeting with Asagai.

· Page 47- How culture is represented and different to each character.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to take out their homework from the previous night, and teacher will check homework.
2. Students will complete the “Before Reading Questions” from the Embrace Culture handout. 

3. Teacher will begin a short discussion and take responses from the class. Teacher will transition, and mention the importance of cultural traditions in this section of reading.

4. Students will read Pages 36-47.

5. Teacher will stop at the above mentioned spots in the text to make emphasis of the pregnancy, cultural traditions, and the reaction to the character Asagai.

6. Teacher will assign homework.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. 

Independent Practice:

Students will connect the importance of cultural traditions to Asagai, Beneatha, and Mama in a written response. And, they will also be expected to comment on the role of culture in the remainder of the novel.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to complete the remaining questions for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class.
Name: _____________________







Date: ________
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Miss. Raszka

Embracing Culture

Before Reading:

How do you define Culture in your own life? Do you identify with a certain ethnic group or nationality or do you have your own culture? How involved are you in your culture?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you were to travel back to your country or place of origin, what would you bring back the class? A tradition? A custom? A food? A souvenir? Describe at least one of the previously mentioned objects and tell why it is important to your culture.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

During Reading:

Define the level of culture in the characters listed below. Is it High, moderate, or low? And give one example to support this assumption.  

Beneatha:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Asagai:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mama: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

After Reading- Homework:

On a separate sheet of paper, choose two characters from above list, and compare and contrast their levels of culture in a one paragraph response.  In addition, please make a prediction about the relevance or significance of culture in the remainder of this novel.

* This Handout will be collected along with the written response, and must be completed by tomorrow.

Name: Amanda Raszka
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Lesson Title: The Insurance Check.
Objectives: Students will return to reading A Raisin in the Sun. In this class period, students will be reading the section when the insurance check comes. The teacher will alert students to the importance that money has on each character, especially Walter Lee.  Also, students will be able to identify the tension which circulates between the ideas of an expanding family during the Younger’s current economic state.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun
Smart Board

Internet Access: Inflation Calculator- http://www.dollartimes.com/calculators/inflation.htm
Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to take out homework and pass it up to the front of the class. Teacher will then ask students to write down the estimated value of $10,000.00 today as compared to the value in 1950. Students will take turns guessing the answer, and after a few responses, the teacher will then bring up the inflation calculator. Teacher will display the actual dollar amount, and convey the importance of money during this time period. 

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze and discuss the characters for literary expression.

· Compare and contrast the value of inflation over time periods.

· Assess the symbolic importance of Money in regards to each character.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 50- Ten Thousand Dollar check.

· Page 52- Walter’s Reaction to the check.

· Page 53- Mama and Walter reaction together.

· Page 54- Walter’s unhappiness in his life. But is it really so bad?

· Page 55- American Dream, and the importance to money in his life.

· Page 56- Argument between Mama, Walter, and Ruth about the baby.

Guided Practice:

1. Teacher will ask students to write down the value of $10,000.00 as compared to 1950.

2. The teacher will take responses from the class, and then access the inflation calculator.

3. Teacher will transition for the students to begin reading. He or she will inform the students to look at the importance of money to each character. 

4. Students will read Pages 47- 56.

5. Teacher will stop at the above mentioned spots in the text to make emphasis of the ideas of money and how it will influence the characters mentioned. Also, including how it could affect the character which is not even born.

6. Teacher will assign homework.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. 

Independent Practice:

Students will recall and discuss the important events of Act One by answering the corresponding study guide questions. 
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the study guide questions for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class.
Name: _________________________________




Date: ______________
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Miss. Raszka

Imagine that your family suddenly wins the lottery. What does it feel like to have all that money? What will you do with it? What conflicts might arise among family members and others?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
If I inherited $10,000.00 in 1945 after World War II, what would its buying power be worth in 2009?

1. __________________ Your Guess

2. __________________ Actual Amount

What is the definition of Inflation?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: Amanda Raszka
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Title: Characterization in A Raisin in the Sun.
Objectives: Students have completed reading Act One and have been introduced to all major characters. In A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry uses characterization to show her audience that African Americans are just as, “complicated as they are- and just as mixed up- but above all, that we have among our miserable and downtrodden ranks people who are the very essence of human dignity,” (McDougal Littell, 12). To achieve this goal, she uses the literary element of characterization. It is important to remind students of the definition of characterization, and point out how this technique or element is slightly different in drama than in fiction. 

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun




Smart Board

Handout: Characterization Sheet

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to move into assigned groups, and work on the “Do Now” question. Teacher will take responses to the “Do Now” question to spark discussion about literary elements, and bring the students into the mini lesson.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze and discuss the characters for literary expression.

· Assess the significance of the literary concept of characterization.

· Differentiate between characterization techniques used in plays as opposed to the use in novels.

· Work cooperatively with other group members to complete Characterization Handout.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will remind students of the definition of characterization, and point out how characterization techniques may be slightly different in drama than in fiction. Teacher will show PowerPoint presentation to emphasize this concept. In addition, the teacher will work with the students to complete one character from the handout as a model of the process. This model will be helpful for students while completing group work for the remainder of the class period.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to move into assigned groups, and begin working on the “Do Now” question.

2. The teacher will transition the students into a mini lesson on characterization. The teacher should highlight the importance of characterization in the play, the techniques used and the differences between a play and a novel. 

3. Teacher will model the group work by completing the first character on the characterization sheet.

4. Students will be working on the characterization sheet for the remainder of the period.

5. Teacher will assign homework, and ask for any questions regarding the questions.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. 
Independent Practice:

Students will recall and discuss elements of characterization by completing the Characterization handout with group members, and continue reading for homework as well as study for a reading quiz.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the characterization handout, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class. Students will be reminded to study for reading quiz.
Name: ___________________________________________



Date: ___________________
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A Raisin in the Sun: Major Characters

Characterization: Refers to the techniques that a writer uses to develop characters. In fiction, a writer can describe a character’s physical appearance and behavior in the narrative. In the script of a play, the writer provides some of the same information in the stage directions. In both fiction and drama, characters are revealed through their own dialogue as well as dialogue of others.

Directions: Work with your group to complete this worksheet. First, describe the type of character which has been revealed thus far in the play. Second, find at least three examples which support your description.

	Character
	Character Traits and Specific Examples from Text

	Walter Younger
	

	Ruth Younger
	

	Beneatha Younger
	

	Mama (Lena Younger)
	

	Travis
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Lesson Title: Reading Check.
Objectives: Students will resume reading A Raisin in the Sun. Before reading, students will be asked to complete a reading quiz for the reading completed for homework. After the quiz, students will be assigned reading parts and open their books to page 70. In this section, the class will be introduced to the idea of Youngers buying a house and the complications which might arise between the family members. The students will be able to recognize what the house will mean for the Younger Family.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun

Smart Board

Handout: Reading Quiz

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will begin working on the Reading Quiz once all students come into class. 

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Recall events from the previous night’s reading.

· Recognize the importance of the new Younger household.

· Identify symbols and make interpretations based on reading to form own assumptions for next lesson.

Teacher Input:


Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 71- Mama’s purchase of the house.

· Page 72- Black people living in Clybourne Park.

· Page 74- Walter’s reaction to the purchase.

· Page 77- Mr. Arnold’s phone call.

· Page 79- Walter and Mama have a conversation about his whereabouts.

· Page 81- Walter’s dream for his family and his son.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will complete a quiz based on the homework reading.

2. Teacher will review the answers of the quiz, and the reading for the students who did not complete the reading.

3. The teacher will transition for the students to begin reading. She will inform the students to look at the ideas behind the new house, and the reaction the Younger’s might get for moving into this neighborhood.

4. Students will read Pages 71- 82. 

5. Teacher will stop at the above mentioned spots to make emphasis of important events.

6. Teacher will assign homework.

Assessment: 
Students will be assessed according to their reading ability and ability to recall important events during a multiple choice quiz.
Independent Practice:

Students will work on the response question for homework. Students will be asked to complete a written response question which asks about the American Dream in relation to the characters in the play. Students will be asked to choose which character is most representative of the American Dream and support their answers with examples from the text.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to complete the response question for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class.
Name: _________________________________




Date: ___________________
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Reading Quiz

Pages 57-69

1. What is Beneatha doing at the beginning of Act Two, Scene One?

A. Dancing around in Nigerian clothes.

B. Doing her makeup in preparation for her date.

C. Ironing clothes for Ruth.

2. How does Walter react to Beneatha’s behavior at the beginning of Act Two, Scene One?

A. Yells at her

B. Ignores her

C. Joins her

3. Does George embrace or reject African Culture?- Circle One.
4. What state sparks a discussion between Walter and George?

A. New York

B. Illinois

C. Florida

5. True or False: Does Walter criticize George’s academic schedule at school.

6. True or False. Does Walter call George by the name of Prometheus?

7. Why does Ruth offer Walter hot milk and coffee?

A. Walter is thirsty.

B. Walter is tired.

C. Walter is drunk.

8. True or False: Ruth and Walter are NOT fighting about the success and happiness in their marriage.

9. Where did Mama return from?

A. She went downtown to tend to some business.

B. She looked for Travis all day.

C. She returned home from working all day.

10. True or False: Is Walter Lee anxious about Mama’s whereabouts?
Name: _________________________________





Date: ____________________
Character: ______________________

Please write a one paragraph response about the significance of the American Dream to your character. Why is the American Dream important to him or her? Find at least two places in the text which lead you to believe this about your assigned character.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 








Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: Does the American Dream still exist in today’s society?

Objectives: Students have read Act One, and just finished reading Act Two, Scene Two of a Raisin in the Sun. At the end of Act Two, Scene Two, Mama (Lena) Younger announces she has purchased a suburban home for the entire family. The students have been introduced to the idea of the American Dream, and what it means for each character in the play. However, the students have not yet applied the American Dream to their own lives. Today, students will discuss and analyze the following question: Does the American Dream still exist in today’s culture, and how can they apply it to their own lives? Students will analyze photos from the past and present which are representative of the American Dream, two political cartoons, and read a short article about the disappearance of the American Dream in the middle class. Lastly, the teacher will serve as a moderator for a discussion of the information presented to prove or disprove a quote. 

Materials:

Handout: Does the American Dream still exist?

Newspaper Article: “Is the Middle-Class American Dream Still in Reach?”

Photographs: The Good Old Days and the 21st Century American Dream.

Political Cartoons: American Dream Housewife and American Dream Family.

Smart Board 

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. The students will be asked to answer the following question about their own dreams. The “Do Now” question is as follows: Please explain what the American Dream means to you? Does the American Dream still exist in your mind? Is it attainable? The teacher will circle the room while the students are working on the “Do Now” to view the progress of their writing. The teacher will take several responses from the class to introduce the activity, and then transition into presenting the materials for today’s lesson.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to

· Apply and make connections to the theme of the American Dream to the play, A Raisin in the Sun, from their own lives.

· Compare and contrast a newspaper article, photographs, and political cartoons which depict varying viewpoints of the American Dream.

· Interpret and make conclusions based on the existence of the American Dream in today’s society.

· Cooperatively discuss varying viewpoints, ideas, and thoughts between classmates.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will present the resources to the student, and try not to give any input or personal viewpoints. The teacher will act as a moderator presenting different materials for the students to analyze and interpret the basis of the existence of American Dream in today’s culture.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will begin working on the “Do Now” question on the American Dream Handout.

2. Teacher will circle the room and give students time to answer the questions.

3. The teacher will ask several students for their personal definitions of the American Dream. Also, he or she will ask if the American Dream still exists in today’s society.

4. The teacher will transition the students into the activity by explaining the basis of this activity. Students will be presented a variety of sources, and asked to examine each and take notes on what they notice. The students will record all their observations on the handout which will be distributed prior to reading.

5. First, the teacher will display a photo which is representative of the American Dream ideal in the 1950’s. The students will be given time to respond and record their observations on the handout.

6. Second, the students will look at a photo which displays a modern family and their ideals about the American Dream.

7. Third, the students will look at political cartoon which depicts negative views of the American Dream. 

8. Last, a short newspaper article will be read. The teacher should make note of the citation of the newspaper prior to reading it aloud for the class.

9. After all the materials have been viewed and observations have recorded, the students will be asked to prove or disprove the quote based on what they have learned in class. The teacher should moderate the discussion, and ask the students if their predictions were true or changed due to the material presented. 

10. The teacher will close up the discussion, and take any additional thoughts on this topic.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment in this lesson. However, the teacher should assess the student’s comprehension and engagement with the lesson. Also, the teacher should assess the amount of artifacts used for the comparison. The teacher might need to add or take out additional artifacts used to prove or disprove the quote in the future based on the timing and discussion at the end of the period.
Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to complete a written paragraph response to synthesize and recall the discussion from the class discussion-on handout. Also, students will be asked to read pages 83-102 and the short paragraph about racial minorities during this time period. 

Closure: 
The teacher will take any closing remarks, explain the homework, and ask for questions regarding the in class activity and the assignment given for homework. The teacher will dismiss the class.

American Dream Handout.
Name: ____________________





Date: __________________________________
Directions: Please read Pages 83-102 in A Raisin in the Sun for Homework. In addition, please read this short article below. Be prepared to discuss both the reading and this article in class on Friday.

In general, how were racial minorities treated during this period of U.S. history?
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In the 1940s, racial segregation by law was widespread and racial discrimination was common in the United States. Although the U.S. Constitution guarantees "equal protection of the laws for all persons," the Supreme Court's interpretation at that time required only that the states or the federal government provide equal yet segregated facilities for whites and non-whites.

During World War II, most African Americans and Japanese Americans who served in the U.S. Army did so in racially segregated units. Many states had laws requiring African Americans, Latino/a Americans, Native Americans and Asian Americans to go to segregated schools, work at segregated jobs and live in segregated parts of town.[1] Segregated facilities were not considered inherently unequal until 1954.

Personal Justice Denied, pages 44-45
From: http://www.densho.org/causes/default.asp?path=1racism/1racisminthe1940s.asp
Name: ____________________





Date: __________________________________
Directions: Please read Pages 83-102 in A Raisin in the Sun for Homework. In addition, please read this short article below. Be prepared to discuss both the reading and this article in class on Friday.

In general, how were racial minorities treated during this period of U.S. history?
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In the 1940s, racial segregation by law was widespread and racial discrimination was common in the United States. Although the U.S. Constitution guarantees "equal protection of the laws for all persons," the Supreme Court's interpretation at that time required only that the states or the federal government provide equal yet segregated facilities for whites and non-whites.

During World War II, most African Americans and Japanese Americans who served in the U.S. Army did so in racially segregated units. Many states had laws requiring African Americans, Latino/a Americans, Native Americans and Asian Americans to go to segregated schools, work at segregated jobs and live in segregated parts of town.[1] Segregated facilities were not considered inherently unequal until 1954.

Personal Justice Denied, pages 44-45
From: http://www.densho.org/causes/default.asp?path=1racism/1racisminthe1940s.asp
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 









Grade Level: 11






Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title: Shut Out of My Town.
Objectives: Students have finished reading Act One and Act Two of A Raisin in the Sun. Today, students will be looking at specific instances where families have been asked to leave or been ridiculed about living in a town or area based on their skin color. First, students will be reading an article from Newsday about Levittown and then students will be relating the ideas from that newspaper article to the poem, “Queens, 1963.” Students will be able to make connections from the two sources to the ideas being presented in the text.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun and Related Readings, “Queens, 1963”- Julia Alvarez

Smart Board

Newsday Article: “Shut Out, In the Suburbs”- Fred Bruning

Handout: Shut Out of My Town

Carl Hansberry Selection

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to write down three events or ideas from the reading for homework. The teacher will give the students a few minutes to collect their thoughts, and begin reviewing the homework from the previous night. The teacher will transition the students into the lesson, and show students that this type of racism was happening right at their own doorsteps during this time period.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze and discuss the poem, “Queens, 1963” and “Shut Out, In the Suburbs”.

· Compare and contrast ideas from the newspaper article and the poetry selection.

· Connect concepts of racism and segregation to the characters in the text.

· Discuss the influence of racism and segregation during this time period in cooperative groups.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask students to write down three events or ideas from the reading which will allow students to begin thinking about the assignment. After students begin discussing, the teacher will present the article and the poem to the students. The teacher should read the article and the poem as a class first, and then allow students to work cooperatively in groups to answer the questions. The teacher will then pull the class together, and review the answers and discuss their findings.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to review their homework by writing three events or ideas about the reading.
2. Teacher will transition the class into understanding that this type of racism and segregation was occurring in their backyards during this time period.
3. The class will read both the article and the poem together.
4. Students will break into discussion groups to answer the questions.
5. Teacher will bring the class together to review the questions, and have a discussion of the similarities between the two sources.
6. Teacher will assign homework.
7. Teacher will read the excerpt about Carl Hansberry to the class, and ask students for connections to the novel.
Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. However, students will be asked to read pages 103-113 for homework. Students will also be asked to complete all study guide questions that correspond to the reading for homework. 

Independent Practice:

Students will recall and discuss the important events of Act Three, Scene One by answering the corresponding study guide questions. 
Closure: 
Teacher will read the selection about Carl Hansberry to the class. The students will realize that this issue was very important to the author, and could be a reason she included it in her play. Students will be reminded to read and finish the study guide questions for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class.
Carl Hansberry Selection:
Name: _______________________






Date: _____________________
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SHUT OUT OF MY TOWN:

Directions: After reading the articles, “Shut Out, In the Suburbs” by Fred Bruning and “Queens, 1963” by Julia Alvarez answer the following questions with your group. Be prepared to participate in a discussion about their similarities and connections to each other. The questions are present for you to begin thinking about the topics presented in each text. Answer the questions on a separate sheet of paper, and each group member must submit a copy at the end of the period.

“Shut Out, In the Suburbs”:

1. What did the salesman tell the Burnett’s when they tried to buy a house in Levittown?

2. Who is Larry Adelman? And what does he suggest about black people and the connection to the American Dream?

3. Where was the Burnett’s first house? Where was the second? Describe the reasons for moving to each house.

4. What did the Burnett’s children choose as careers? Why is this significant?

“Queens, 1963”:

1. Who is the speaker of the poem? Where do you think she is from?

2. What type of threats were given after the black family moved into the neighborhood?

3. Who are Mr. and Mrs. Scott? What character would they most closely represent in A Raisin in the Sun?
4. What does the speaker mean when she characterizes the girl as, “…knowing she never could be the right kind of American.”? What is a “right kind of American”?

5. Knowing what you know about the diversity of Queens today, does this sound like this racial segregation would happen on a block? Why or why not?

6. Identify two similes, how do the convey meaning for this poem?

Newsday Article

Queens

Hansberry Piece
Name: Amanda Raszka









Class Period: 4 and 7
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Grade Level: 11






Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title:  Finishing the Play.
Objectives: Students have read pages 103-113 for homework, and now students will finish reading the play today. The teacher will review the pages read for homework, and ask the students to summarize the events which occurred. After the summary, the students will begin reading the remainder of the play as a class. The teacher will rap loose ends and answer questions which the students might have about the remaining events in the play to prepare for their unit test.

Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun 

Smart Board

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to write a three or four sentence summary about the events or ideas from the reading for homework. The teacher will give the students a few minutes to collect their thoughts, and ask the students to share their responses. The teacher will transition the students into reading, and inform the students that they will be finishing the play today.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Review events or ideas from the previous night of reading.

· Discuss each character and pay close attention to the detail at the ending of the play.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will emphasize specific sections of the novel:

· Page 114- Walter calls the man.

· Page 115- Beneatha thinks Walter Lee has reached the bottom.

· Page 116- Walter only cares about the money.

· Page 118- Fight between Walter, Beneatha, and Mama.

· Page 120- Travis and Walter.

· Page 122- Beneatha and Asagai.

· Page 124- Mama and her plant.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will review their homework by writing a three to four sentence summary of the previous nights reading.
2. The teacher will take responses from the class, and ask several students to share.
3. The teacher will ask students to begin reading, and pay close attention to detail in the last pages of the play. 
4. Students will read Pages 113- 123.

5. Teacher will stop at the above mentioned spots to make emphasis of the events, and the detail of each character.

6. Teacher will assign homework.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. However, students will be asked to complete all study guide questions that correspond to the reading in class. Also, the teacher will ask students to review the questions given after each Act to study for the unit test given the following day.

Independent Practice:

Students will recall and discuss the important events of the entire play by answering and reviewing the study guide questions. Students will also be studying for their unit test given in class on the following day.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the study guide questions for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the reading completed in class. The teacher should collect the study guide questions after the unit test to check for completion. 
Name: Amanda Raszka
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Subject Area: English 








Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: Hopes and Dreams.
Objectives: Students have finished reading A Raisin in the Sun. One of the major themes of A Raisin in the Sun was regarding the idea of dreams and dreams being deferred. Today, students will begin one of their culminating writing assignments which express the ideas of this theme and makes connections to their own lives.
Materials:



Smart Board

Handout: Hopes and Dreams
Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will ask the students to respond to the brainstorming questions on the corresponding handout. This will help students begin to think about their futures and what their life plans might be. In addition, this will make students understand the complications of dream and how it is presented in their own lives.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Connect the theme of a dream and or dream being deferred to their own lives.
· Write for literary and personal expression.
Teacher Input:

Teacher will discuss the “Do Now” question, and allow students to begin brainstorming for their writing assignment. Teacher should ask additional questions while students respond to allow students to think more critically and deeply about the topic at hand.
Guided Practice:

1. Students will answer the brainstorming questions.
2. Teacher will begin a discussion about the ideas presented in the brainstorming prompt. He or she should ask questions for students to think more critically about the task at hand. 
3. Students will notice how other students interpret their dreams and connect them to their lives.
4. Teacher will give students the remainder of the period to work on a rough draft for this assignment while circulating around the room to check on the progress of students.
5. Teacher will dismiss the class, and ask the students to finish the rough draft for homework.
Assessment: 
Students will be asked to connect a major theme from the novel to their own lives in a personal written response.
Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to finish a rough draft for homework.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the rough draft, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment.
WRITING ASSIGNMENT- A Raisin in the Sun

PROMPT

Everyone has hopes and dreams for the future. We hope our lives will turn out in a certain way; we hope certain events will take place; we hope we will be able to live a certain lifestyle, and so on. Walter had dreams they wanted to have fulfilled. Sometimes we're lucky and things just seem to work out without our doing anything to make them happen. More often, though, we can take certain steps to make our hopes and dreams more likely to come true. That doesn't mean that they will, but the chances of their coming true can be greatly increased. Your assignment is to choose one of your hopes or dreams for the future, describe it, and make a detailed plan as to what you believe you can do to help make your hope or dream come true.

PREWRITING

A good way to start is to think about your future. What would you like to have happen in the future more than anything else? Jot down what that is on a piece of paper. Make notes about the details of your dream. Now, stop and think about what you can do to improve your chances of having that dream come true. Make a list of things you can do. Are there some things you should do first, followed by other things? Arrange your list in a logical or chronological order.

DRAFTING

You should begin your paper with an introductory paragraph giving your reader some background describing your hope or dream. Use your notes about the details of your dream to help you get started. The body of your composition should contain information about the things you can do to help yourself achieve your dream. Take each point that you jotted down and make each one into a topic sentence for a paragraph in the body of your composition. Fill out each paragraph by explaining how this point will help you achieve your goal or by explaining how you can do this thing that will help you achieve your goal. Write a paragraph in which you conclude how likely it will be that you will actually be able to achieve your goal based on the facts you have presented.

PROOFREADING

When you finish the rough draft of your paper, ask a student who sits near you to read it. After reading your rough draft, he/she should tell you what he/she liked best about your work, which parts were difficult to understand, and ways in which your work could be improved. Reread your paper considering your critic's comments, and make the corrections you think are necessary. Do a final proofreading of your paper double-checking your grammar, spelling, organization, and the clarity of your ideas.
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Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title:  Review Day.
Objectives:  Today, students will be reviewing for their exam as well as continuing to work on their writing assignment. Teacher will distribute a Review Guide at the beginning of the period for students to work in groups and answer the corresponding questions. As students are working on the review guide, the teacher will be able to look over the rough draft of the writing assignment.
Materials:

Smart Board

Handout- Review Guide.
Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to move into groups.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Recall reading comprehension.
· Discuss and define each character in the play.

· Compare and contrast varying themes.

· Identify and connect various meanings in the play.
· Review their rough draft of a writing assignment.
Teacher Input:

Teacher will distribute the review guide, and circulate the classroom while the students work in groups to finish the questions. Teacher will also answer any additional questions the students may have about the play or the writing assignment which will be completed over the weekend. Also, the teacher will review the rough draft for any major problems before submission of the final draft.
Guided Practice:

1. Students will move into groups.
2. Teacher will distribute review guide, and students will begin to work on answering the questions.
3. Teacher will circulate the classroom answering questions and reviewing rough drafts with students.
4. Teacher will remind students to study for exam, and finish the writing assignment over the weekend.
Assessment: 
Students will be tested on their knowledge and comprehension of the play, A Raisin in the Sun in a multiple choice, short answer and extended response format the following day.
Independent Practice:

Students will be assigned to study for the Unit Exam and finish final draft over the weekend for the writing assignment.
Closure: 
The teacher will dismiss the class, and take any questions the students may have for their Unit Exam.
Name: ___________________________
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A Raisin in the Sun- Review Sheet

1. Review all Study Guide Questions. Be able to have a good understanding of the plot, and specific details from the play.

2. Character Identification. Be able to identify the major and minor characters from the play.

3. Be able to identify literary elements from the play, and understand how it works within the play. 

Some examples include:

A. Characterization.

B. Symbolism.

C. Irony.

4. Be able to identify the levels of culture in select characters from the play. 

Some examples include:

A. Asagai.

B. Beneatha.

C. Mama.

5. Be able to identify the core character relationships, and be able to discuss how their relationships changed during the play.

6. Understand the following themes:

A. Stereotyping and Prejudice.

B. The American Dream.

C. The Strength of Family.

D.  The Conflict between Expectations.

*Be able to discuss how one of these themes have progressed during the play. Give an example of this theme at the beginning, middle, and end of the play. Also, be able to discuss why this theme pertains to the overall meaning of the play.

7. Understand each of the following symbols, and the significance of the symbol.

A. Mama’s Plant.

B. Asagai’s Nigerian Robes.

C. Money.
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Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun







Lesson Title:  Unit Exam.
Objectives: Students have finished reading the play. A Unit Exam will be given to check for comprehension of ideas, events, themes, and connections made during each of the individual lessons. The Unit Test will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and an extended response questions to further build understanding for the play. 

Materials:

Smart Board

Unit Test

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to take out a pen and pencil for the exam. In addition, the teacher should ask the students if they have any questions before the exam begins.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Recall reading comprehension of Act One, Act Two and Act Three in the play.

· Discuss and define each character in the play.

· Compare and contrast varying themes.

· Identify and connect various meanings in the play.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will distribute the test, and monitor the classroom as the students complete the test. The teacher should answer any additional questions posed by the students during the testing session.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to take out a pen or pencil.
2. Teacher will administer the Unit Exam.
3. Teacher will collect all tests.
4. Students will pass up their completed study guides to check for completion.
Assessment: 
There is a formal assessment for this lesson. Students will be tested on their knowledge and comprehension of the play, A Raisin in the Sun in a multiple choice, short answer and extended response format.

Independent Practice:

Students will be assigned to finish the writing assignment for homework.
Closure: 
The teacher should collect the study guide questions after the Unit Exam to check for completion. In addition, the teacher should take any questions the students may have about the Unit Exam, play, or writing assignment.
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Unit Exam: A Raisin in the Sun

Multiple Choice, 2 Points Each.

1. Who are Willy and Bobo?

A. Walter’s future business partners.

B. Two clowns at the zoo.

C. Travis’s friends.

D. Travis’s pets.

2. Walter said, “Damn my eggs…damn all the eggs that ever was!” Why?

A. Walter was tired of Ruth being sick all the time.

B. Walter was mad, because Ruth had burned his breakfast.

C. Walter hates eggs.

D. Walter wants a dream of a better life and Ruth keeps pushing reality back at him.

3. Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000.00?

A. She won the lottery.

B. She won a contest.

C. Walter gave it to her.

D. It was insurance money from her husband’s life insurance.

4. Why didn’t Beneatha marry George? What was her reason?

A. He was too poor.

B. He was too shallow and conceited.

C. He was ugly.

D. He was too smart.

5. What was Beneatha’s attitude towards God?

A. She was very religious.

B. She did not believe in God.

C. She thought he was an unjust God.

D. “God is dead.”

6. Why is Asagai’s nickname for Beneatha appropriate?
A. It means, “Doctor of the Future.”

B. It means “Hopeful Beauty.”

C. It means “One More Chance.”

D. It means “One for Whom Bread-food- Is Not Enough.”

7. Why did Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father’s memory?

A. He had turned his back on God and had become an alcoholic.

B. He beat his wife and disgraced his mother.

C. He had become too concerned with money and had lost traditional family values.

D. He became a chauffer.

8. What did Mama do with her money?

A. Made a down payment on a home.

B. Gave it all to Ruth.

C. Put it all away for Travis’s education.

D. Opened a money market account.

9. What did Mama do for Walter?

A. Brought him to an Alcoholic Anonymous Meeting.

B. Talked to Ruth about not leaving him.

C. Moved out so Ruth and Walter could have the apartment.

D. Gave him the remaining money.

10. What was Walter’s initial reaction to Lindner?

A. He accepted Lindner’s offer.

B. He told Lindner to leave their apartment.

C. He personally disliked Lindner but agreed with his ideas.

D. He liked Lindner and all that he stood for.

11. The Younger’s apartment is described vividly in the beginning of the play. It is said to be:

A. New

B. Beautiful

C. Worn and Old

D. Dirty

12. Asagai thinks Beneatha should wear her hair:

A. In Braids

B. Long

C. Natural

D. Mutilated

13. Ruth and Walter want Beneatha to become more involved with:

A. George

B. Willy

C. Bobo

D. Asagai

14. What does Asagai bring Beneatha?

A. Food

B. Nigerian Robes and Records

C. A Puppy

D. Tickets to a movie
Character Identification, 2 Points Each:
Directions: Match the description of each character with the name of the character.

A. Walter

B. Ruth

C. Lena

D. Beneatha

E. Travis

F. Asagai

G. Lindner

H. Mr. Younger

15.___ Student aspiring to be a doctor, sister of Walter Lee and daughter of Lena.
16. ___ Married to Ruth, chauffeur, and has aspirations of owning a liquor store one day.
17. ___ Representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement Association.
18. ___ Mother of Walter and Beneatha cares dearly about her family and keeping them together.
19. ___ Son of Walter sleeps on the couch in the family living room.
20. ___ Deceased character, but holds an essential part to the family’s $10,000.00.
21. ___ One of Beneatha’s suitors, and he is from Africa.
22. ___ Married to Walter, and is unsure of the goals which her husband possesses. 

True or False, 2 Points Each:

Directions: Circle the correct answer.
23. True or False: Unlike Ruth and Walter, Beneatha quickly suspects Mr. Lindner’s intentions.

24. True or False: Mr. Lindner graciously accepts the Younger’s hospitality.

25. True or False: Mr. Lindner wants to convince the family that the Clybourne Park Association cares about their welfare.

26. True or False: Mr. Lindner never indicates that there will be trouble in Clybourne Park if the Youngers move in.

27. True or False: Bobo has a hard time telling Walter what happened to their money and the “deal”.

28. True or False: Beneatha’s college money is not tied up in Walter’s deal.

29. True or False: Asagai wants Beneatha to go to Africa with him.

30. True or False: Walter calls Mr. Lindner to come back to their apartment and make a deal about their house.

Short Answer, 5 Points Each:

Directions: Answer each part of the short answer question in complete sentences. Partial credit will be given.

1. Choose one character, and write about his or her level of culture:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Choose one literary element from the play, and write about its importance to the play. Make sure to give an example of how this literary element is used in the play.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Choose two relationships from the following table. Write about the development and resolution of conflicts between and among each character relationship. Each relationship is worth 2.5 points each.

	A. Walter Lee and Ruth
	B. Walter Lee and Beneatha
	C. Walter Lee and Mama
	D. Lena and Ruth
	E. Beneatha and Asagai


1st Relationship: ____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2nd Relationship: ____

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Choose a symbol from the following table, and write about what or who it may represent. Then, write about the importance or significance of the symbol to the play.

	A. Mama’s Plant
	B. Money 
	C. Asagai’s Nigerian Robes


___ Symbol

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Extended Response, 20 Points:

Identify one of the major themes present in A Raisin in the Sun.   On a separate sheet of paper, write about the progression of this theme throughout the beginning, middle, and end of the play. 

The extended response should:

· Clearly identify a chosen theme.

· Include the importance or significance of the chosen theme.

· Give specific examples of the chosen theme at the beginning, middle, and end of the play.
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 







Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: A Raisin in the Sun Film School.
Objectives: Students have completed reading the play. And now will be introduced to the film adaptations of the play. Students will be entered in A Raisin in the Sun Film School. During this week students will learn to look more critically at films rather than just watching the film for filler or downtime at the end of a unit.

Materials:

Smart Board
Handout: Film School

Films: A Raisin in the Sun, 1961 and A Raisin in the Sun, 2008

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to move into assigned groups, and begin reading the directions on the handout. Students will read each group task independently.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Identify elements of film.

· Compare and contrast different versions of the film, A Raisin in the Sun.

· Analyze a literary work made into a film adaptation. 

· Work cooperatively in groups to discuss film elements.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask the students to sit in film groups and explain the task. The teacher will explain the task to the class and ask for questions. After, the teacher will show one introduction and ask the students to analyze their group task. Last, the teacher will put on the second film adaptation and ask students to repeat the task.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to move into assigned groups, and read the directions.

2. The teacher will ask for questions and explain the activity and will model the task if necessary.

3. Teacher will show both introductions of the film and ask students to complete their task.

4. Students will be given time in between both introductions to write down their thoughts.

5. Students will share their thoughts and begin a discussion of the film elements present.

6. Students will watch the remainder of one of the films for the period.

Assessment: 
There is no formal assessment for this lesson. Students will be asked to complete the graphic organizer handout for homework.
Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to complete the graphic organizer handout for homework.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the graphic organizer handout, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the film shown in class.
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 







Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: Comparison and Contrast.
Objectives: Students have been entered in A Raisin in the Sun Film School. Today, students will be looking at different clips from each film which were added to the film but not present in the play. 
Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun




Smart Board

Handout: Film School

Films: A Raisin in the Sun, 1961 and A Raisin in the Sun, 2008

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to review the directions on the comparison and contrast handout. Students will be asked to choose one event or idea in the play which they would like to know more about. The students and teacher will have a discussion about possible events which were not explained during the play.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Compare and contrast different versions of the film, A Raisin in the Sun.

· Analyze a literary work made into a film adaptation. 

· Discuss possible events and make predictions of how a literary work can be made into a film.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask the students to complete the “Do Now” question, and begin a discussion of possible events which were not explained during the play. The teacher will begin a discussion, and then transition the students into watching the film.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to work on the “Do Now” question.

2. Teacher will take responses from the “Do Now” question and begin a discussion.

3. The teacher will transition students into today’s activity, and model the task if necessary.

4. Students will be shown several clips which have differences between the literature and film adaptation.

5. Students will share their thoughts and begin a discussion of the comparison and contrast chart.

6. Students will watch the remainder of one of the films for the period.

Assessment: 
There is no assessment for this lesson. Students will be asked to complete the comparison and contrast chart.
Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to complete the graphic organizer handout for homework.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the graphic organizer handout, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the film shown in class.
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 







Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: Film Review Assignment.
Objectives: Students have been entered in A Raisin in the Sun Film School. Today, students will be introduced to their culminating writing assignment which is a Film Review for one of the film adaptations.
Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun




Smart Board

Handout: Film School

Film Review: Newsday.com “Alice in Wonderland”
Films: A Raisin in the Sun, 1961 and A Raisin in the Sun, 2008

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will project the “Do Now” on the Smart Board. Students will be asked to read over two film reviews from the New York Times. Students and teacher will begin a discussion about the devices and rhetorical strategies used in this type of writing which could be different from academic writing. Students will recognize an academic audience.

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Analyze a literary work made into a film adaptation. 

· Discuss the film through written expression.

· Interpret and recognize an authentic audience.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask the students to read two different film reviews from the New York Times. The teacher will ask students to give impressions about the film reviews and talk about the strategies used. The teacher will read the film review assignment to the students and take questions. The teacher will poll the class on their decision to watch one of the two films for the remainder of the week.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will be asked to read over film reviews.

2. Students will note the devices or rhetorical strategies used which are different from typical writing done in the classroom. Teacher will use both reviews as ways to framing texts for the film review assignment.

3. Teacher will explain the assignment and make connections to the film reviews.

4. The teacher will poll the class about which film to watch for the remainder of the week.

5. Students will watch the remainder of one of the films for the period and take notes for the film review.

Assessment: 
Students will be asked to begin working on their film reviews which will serve as their formal assessment for film school.
Independent Practice:

Students will begin writing their film reviews.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to work on film reviews for homework, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the film shown in class.
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 







Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun

Title: Film Viewing Day.
Objectives: Students have been entered in A Raisin in the Sun Film School. Today, students will be watching the remainder of the film to finish writing their film reviews.
Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun




Smart Board

Handout: Film School

Films: A Raisin in the Sun, 2008

Anticipatory Set: 

The teacher will ask the students if they were to make A Raisin in the Sun, the Sequel, would they change the cast? Why or Why not? Who would you cast? The teacher will take answers from the class, and then transition the students into watching the remainder of the film.
Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Watch the film and analyze it for a film review.

· Recall events or ideas which they may want to write about in their review.

· Predict a different cast for A Raisin in the Sun, the Sequel.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will discuss the “Do Now” question. Then the teacher will turn on the film for the class and ask students to take notes about events or ideas which they may want to write about in their film review.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will watch the remainder of the film for the period.

2. Students will take notes on the film.

3. Teacher will remind students the film review assignment is due tomorrow.

Assessment: 
Students will be asked to finish their film review for homework which will serve as their film school assessment.
Independent Practice:

Students will be asked to complete the film review for homework.
Closure: 
Students will be reminded to finish the film review, and the teacher will take any additional questions regarding the assignment or the film shown in class.
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Class Period: 4 and 7

Subject Area: English 







Grade Level: 11

Unit Title:  A Raisin in the Sun
Title: Critics Corner.
Objectives: Students have been entered in A Raisin in the Sun Film School. Today, students will share their film reviews with the class and have a discussion about the ideas presented in the reviews.
Materials:

Novel: A Raisin in the Sun




Smart Board

Handout: Film School

A Raisin in the Sun, 2008- Dreams Worthwhile: The Journey of a Raisin in the Sun.

Anticipatory Set: 

Several students will be asked to read their film reviews to the class. After students have finished reading their reviews, students will watch the behind the scenes features for A Raisin in the Sun. 

Objective/Purpose:

Students will be able to:

· Speak for written expression.

· Connect ideas from their film reviews to the behind scene features of A Raisin in the Sun.

Teacher Input:

Teacher will ask several students to share their film reviews with the class. Teacher will ask students if reviewing the film review for the class helped students write the review. Teacher will transition the class into watching the behind scenes features which explains more about how the film was made which will close the Film School week.

Guided Practice

1. Students will share their film reviews.

2. Teacher will talk about the process of the film reviews, and ask if the framing text helped the students write their review.

3. Students will watch the behind the scenes features for A Raisin in the Sun.
4. Teacher will dismiss students from Film School.

Assessment: 
Teacher should assess the ideas presented in the film assignment. This assessment will incorporate all the ideas presented during the week. Teacher should also note the comprehension of the framing text used to model the assignment.
Independent Practice:

There is no homework as a close to this unit.
Closure: 
Teacher will take any additional questions the students may have and dismiss the class from Film School.
Sample Film Review:

From: Newsday.Com

Throughout the film Alice in Wonderland, the heroine is never the right size. Alice either drinks potion and becomes too small, or she eats a magical cake and becomes too big. Only toward the end of the film does she achieve a size that is “just right.”

The movie itself might have a similar effect on audiences: Some may find it too weird, others may find it too Disney-fied, while a handful of viewers may find it just right.

Tim Burton’s Alice in Wonderland is not as much a remake of Lewis Carroll’s 1865 novel as it is a sequel. In the most recent version of the story, Alice is 19 years old. She has been having the same dream for 13 years — a dream that is filled with grinning cats and blue caterpillars. As a teenager, Alice (played by Mia Wasikowska) doesn’t seem to belong in her world, and this doesn’t bother her much. She falls into Wonderland (literally) while escaping a social gathering that surprises her by being an engagement party — for her.

Burton gives the world Lewis Carroll created so long ago a newer, darker life. Wonderland itself has a brilliant, unusual landscape filled with talking animals and unknown creatures. At the same time, this silliness is juxtaposed with dark, swirling skies and characters that push past absurd and into neurotic.

Previews and posters that preceded the movie had the audience holding its breath for the first glimpse of the Mad Hatter, played by Johnny Depp. While his weirdness in the film does not disappoint the viewers, the Hatter’s mumblings and musings are sometimes difficult to hear and leave the audience wondering if they are meant to be heard at all. The Hatter’s and Alice’s relationship throughout the film is an affectionate one, with each character playing the role as mentor to the other at some point.

The nonsensical qualities people have come to expect with Alice’s story are preserved. The quirky lines sprinkled throughout the 109-minute movie mostly belong to the Mad Hatter. For example, he motivates Alice into action with the comment “You’ve lost your much-ness,” and a running question throughout the story is “Why is a raven like a writing desk?” These and many other musings will either leave viewers deep in thought, chortling with laughter, or just as lost as Alice is in Wonderland.

While certain aspects of the movie allow the viewers to sit back and enjoy the film, other parts leave the audience members’ heads spinning. The supporting cast accompanying Alice through her journey and definitely claims the spotlight. Anne Hathaway is enchanting as the White Queen, Alan Rickman is surprising and hilarious as the rude Blue Caterpillar, and Helena Bonham Carter’s talent is as big as the Red Queen’s head.

However, these entertaining characters can’t make up for the writing itself, which is at times rather rushed. The ending of Alice tries too hard to neatly wrap up all the questions asked throughout the movie, causing viewers to feel surprisingly unfulfilled.

Ultimately, the movie has some hits and misses. At times it will seem too big, at other times too small, and sometimes it will feel just right.

Marked up Review
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Welcome! Congratulations, you have been enrolled in, A Raisin in the Sun, Film School. This week we will be watching several clips from each version of A Raisin in the Sun. You will be responsible for completing different tasks while watching the films. In addition, you will write a film review at the end of the week for one of the films.  This packet will explain everything and anything you might need to know for this week. Enjoy! 
Film School Rules:
1. No Sleeping.

2. Do not complete any other homework during the films.

3. No Cell Phones.

Itinerary:

Monday March 8th 2010:
Do Now: Please sit in your assigned groups.

Homework: Look over Comparison and Contrast Chart, review notes.

Tuesday March 9th 2010, Scheduling Day:

Do Now: Brief PowerPoint on the English courses offered for senior year.

Homework: Work on the Comparison and Contrast chart for the films.

Wednesday March 10th 2010:

Do Now:  Read and review “Film Review” Assignment.

Homework: Choose which film you will be reviewing, and start writing.

Thursday March 11th 2010:

Do Now: If you were asked to make A Raisin in the Sun, the Sequel, would you change the cast? Why or Why not? Who would you cast?

Homework: Finish Film Review Assignment-Final Copy.

Friday March 12th 2010:

Due: Film Review Assignment 

Day One:

Directions:

1. Sit with your group. As you watch the film take notes individually for your group assignment. If you are assigned in the screenwriting group then you will take notes on just the screenwriting aspect in both of the film clips.

2. After viewing both clips, you should compare notes with your group. Please come to an agreement about the most important techniques used and differences which you have noticed.

3. Be prepared to present your findings to the class.

Group Assignment: ________________________

Screenwriters: 

Screenwriters are responsible for the story of the film. This group should follow along with the text, and compare to the film’s version. You may want to note any missing or added dialogue or lines. Lastly, take note of the acting. What did the actors do with the lines given to them? 

Cinematographers:

Cinematographers work with cameras to make a film look a certain way. Take notes of camera position and movement, as well as lighting and visual effects and how the film has been edited. Does the camera zoom in or out at specific moments? Does it emphasize any specific images?

Sound and Music Editors:

This group will be responsible for taking notes on the films’ particular use of any sound effects and the film’s soundtrack score. Make specific notes about the music and sound effects used.

Set and Costume Design:

Set and Costume designers are responsible for a large part of how a film looks: what the actors are wearing and how the sets look. Take notes on the costumes, the sets, but also try and describe what is going in the film with their choice of costume and set design. Does it add anything by having these particular costumes and set?
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Day One, Understanding Film:
	Groups
	A Raisin in the Sun-1961
	A Raisin in the Sun-2008

	Screenwriters


	
	

	Cinematographers


	
	

	Sound and Music


	
	

	Set and Costume Design


	
	


Day Two, Comparison and Contrast Chart:

Choose three events from the films which were depicted differently from the text. It can be an event which was added to the plot to make it a more cohesive storyline or it could be something that was left out. Try to find at least one from the 1961 Version and the other two can be from the 2008 Version. 

	Event from Text or Added Event from Film:
	1961-Version
	2008-Version
	Did the event add importance or help improve the overall meaning of the story?

	Event One:


	
	
	

	Event Two:


	
	
	

	Event Three:


	
	
	


Day Three, Film Review Assignment:

Film Review Guidelines: Choose one Film

Paragraph 1:  Offer your overall impression of the film while mentioning the movie's title, director, and key actors.

Paragraph 2:  Briefly summarize the plot of the film.

Paragraph 3: How did the actors portray key character roles?  Did they fulfill your expectations given your knowledge of the original novel or play? 

Paragraph 4:  What particular film techniques were used in key scenes?  How did the film techniques and music enhance the setting and themes of the film?  How did the costume and set design portray meaning?

Paragraph 5: Address how well the film represents the novel or play.  Offer evidence for your opinion. Remember to mention use of symbols and literary devices.  Do they "transfer" from the novel/play into the movie well?

Paragraph 6: Ending paragraph--your last opportunity to guide the reader.  Offer a clincher that tells the reader to attend the film or not. Recommended the film to a specific age group.

Tips:

· Recap briefly, but don't give away anything big. In other words, the review should not be just plot summary.

· Be interesting.

· Be honest in your appraisal.

· Be creative.

· Please make the review engaging: use metaphors, analogies, specific adjectives and descriptive words which create the images which you saw to make people watch this film.
· Keep in mind your audience for this assignment. Imagine you were writing in a Newspaper or Internet Blog. 
Notes:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: ___________________________                    



 Date: ______________________
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Miss. Raszka

A Raisin in the Sun- Study Guide Questions

Act I, Scene One

1. What is the Younger’s financial situation? Are there any clues which indicate this status?

2. Why did Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her?
3. Who is Travis, and what did he need money for?
4. Why was Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money?
5. Who are Willy and Bobo?
6. Walter said, “Damn my eggs…damn all the eggs that ever was!”  Why?
7. Who is Beneatha? What does she want to do with her life?
8. Why does Walter have a problem with Beneatha’s chosen career choice?
9. Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000.00?
10. Why did Beneatha say she wouldn’t marry George?
11. Name some of Beneatha’s hobbies/interests which she practices in her life. What does this say about her personality? How do Mama and Ruth act toward her hobbies/interests?
12. What happened to Ruth at the end of Act I, Scene One?
A Raisin in the Sun- Study Guide Questions

Act I, Scene Two

1. Who is Joseph Asagai?

2. What did Ruth find out at the doctor’s office?

3. Why is Asagai’s present to Beneatha appropriate?

4. What is the name Asagai gives to Beneatha? What does it mean?

5. Why is Beneatha worried about Mama’s meeting with Asagai?

6. What does Asagai say about Beneatha’s hair?

7. What does Mama say is “dangerous”?

8. Where did Ruth actually go instead of the doctor’s office? Why do you think she did this?

9. Why do you think its Mama’s obligation to talk to Ruth about her visit to the other doctor’s office?

10. Why did Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father’s memory? Why do you think she did this?

A Raisin in the Sun- Study Guide Questions

Act II, Scene One
1. What was Beneatha’s family doing when George came in?

2. Why do you think Walter pick fights with George? 

3. What are “Assimilationist” Negroes”?

4. What did Mama do with her money?

5. What was Walter’s reaction to Mama’s purchase? 

6. What was Ruth’s reaction to Mama’s purchase?

7. What does this purchase represent for the Younger Family?

Act II, Scene Two

1. How did Ruth find out Walter hadn’t been going to work?

2. Where had Walter been going instead of work?

3. How does Walter feel about his job?

4. What did Mama do for Walter?

5. What kind of relationship do you think Mama and Walter have? Why?

A Raisin in the Sun- Study Guide Questions

Act II, Scene Three
1. Who was Karl Lindner, and why did he visit the Youngers’ House?

2. What was Karl Linder’s motivation to visit the Youngers’ House?

3. What was Walter’s reaction to Lindner?

4. What presents did Mama get from the family? Why were the presents important to her?

5. What news did Bobo bring to Walter?

6. How do the other characters react to the news brought by Bobo?

A Raisin in the Sun- Study Guide Questions

Act III
1. Why didn’t Beneatha want to be a doctor anymore?

2. How did Asagai define “idealists” and “realists”?

3. What does Asagai ask Beneatha to do?

4. What fault does Mama find with herself?

5. What does Beneatha think of her brother?

6. What solution does Walter have? How does he assure the audience of his position? 

7. Why didn’t Walter take the money Lindner offered?

8. Did the Youngers stay in the apartment or move?

Name: ___________________________                     


Date: ______________________
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Miss. Raszka
Vocabulary: A Raisin in the Sun
Act I, Scene One:

1. Undistinguished: Common, Nothing Special.
2. Exasperated: Irritated; provoked; irked.
3. Viciously: Violently, maliciously.
4. Vindicated: Cleared of accusation; blame, suspicion or doubt.
5. Proposition: Suggested plan.
6. Vengeance: With violence or fury.
7. Tentatively: Probationary, unsettled in mind or opinion.
8. Furtively: a disposition to be sly and stealthy, expressive of hidden motives.
9. Futile: Useless.
10. Tyrant: Ruler who exercises power in harsh, cruel manner.
Act I, Scene Two:
1. Mutilated: Maimed; damaged.
2. Insinuatingly: With more meaning than the spoken word; implying.
3. Haphazardly: Without care; characterized by chance.
4. Inappropriately: Unsuitably; improperly.
5. Assimilationism: Belief that minority cultures should dissolve into a dominant culture.
6. Heathenism: “Religion” of those who don’t believe in God and/or are uncivilized.
7. Forlornly: Looking pitiful, desperate or hopeless.
Act II, Scene One:
1. Coquettishly: In a manner befitting a woman who flirts with men.
2. Arrogant: Overbearingly proud; haughty.
3. Eccentric: Deviating from the established norm, model or rule.
4. Oppressive: Tyrannical.
5. Cliché: Trite or over used expression or idea.
6. Sarcastically: In a manner using statements or implications opposite to the underlying meaning.
7. Plaintively: Sorrowfully.
8. Menacingly:  Threateningly. 
Act II, Scene Two:
1. Presumably: Probably; reasonably supposed.
2. Rebuffs: Bluntly refuses.
3. Revelation: Some new information; news.
4. Desperation: Condition of being driven to take almost any risk as a last resort.
5. Exuberance: Having unrestrained high spirits; being overjoyed.
6. Amiably: Condition of being driven to take almost any risk as a last resort.
7. Ludicrous: Laughably ridiculous.
Act III:
1. Ominous: Menacing; threatening.
2. Despair: Hopelessness.
3. Plunder:  To rob of goods by force; loot.
4. Wrought: Shaped; made.
5. Penetrated: Pierced; affected; diffused.
6. Monologue: Long Speech or talk made by one person.
7. Epitaph: Inscription on a tombstone; summary of a deceased person’s life.
8. Amid: Among; in the midst of.
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